
Dear Community Partner and Supporter of Racine 

County Foster Care, 

 

Over the past couple of years, you have truly 

shown how supportive you are of the greater com-

munity.  Various businesses, community organiza-

tions and community lay people stepped up to 

form partnerships with our program, showing the 

belief that it takes a village.  In continuing to grow 

and show support for those who continue to com-

mit to caring about Racine’s children by becoming 

licensing foster parents, we generously ask you to 

think about donation to the Foster Parent Appreci-

ation Gala.  The month of May is considered Na-

tional Foster Care Month and annually, we show 

our appreciation by hosting our Foster Parent Ap-

preciation Gala.  Though the past few years, we 

have had to adapt, last year we were able to host 

the event in person.  This year, we plan the same. 

This year, we are asking your support in appreciat-

ing our providers.  To provide some perspective, 

Racine County has 105 children placed in out of 

home care and 69 licensed foster homes. This 

means that Racine County foster families are go-

ing over and above the call of duty to have a posi-

tive impact on the kids in our community by ac-

cepting more than one child in their home. 

 

Our hope is that you will join in celebrating Foster 

Care Month and our providers by each donating a 

gift worth a minimum of $25 in value. These gifts 

will be given to our foster families during tour Gala 

event, May 11th, 2023. Our ultimate goal is to 

receive enough donations to provide special 

“thank you” gifts to some families throughout the 

year for exceptional service, so your generosity in 

giving would be greatly appreciated.  

 

There are a variety of ways in which you can help 

us show appreciation toward our providers and 

work collaboratively to grow a stronger communi-

ty.  If you are unable to donate, you can help in the 

following ways: 

 

• Like our Facebook page and share the infor-

mation with your networks Talking about fos-

ter care, helps foster care. 

• Host a Foster Parent Night, offering specials 

to our foster providers. 

• Allow Foster Care Staff to come speak about 

foster care to your staff. 

• Invite Foster Care staff to participate in 

events to assist with recruitment efforts. 

• If you are part of a group or organization, 

allow Foster Care staff to speak at a meeting 

or gathering. 

• Get on our community email list and receive 

our monthly newsletter. You are allowed to 

have free ad space for your company and 

promote if you make the newsletter available 

to your staff and/or patrons at your company 

and/or share with your network. 

• Have a staff fundraiser, make it fun and raise 

money to donate to Foster Care. 

• Post Foster Care fliers and/or posters in your 

establishment or workspace showing you 

support us. 

• Become a respite provider and offer breaks 

to our families. 

• Become a foster parent. 

 

We need kind-hearted and compassionate people 

like you to join us in showing Racine County foster 

parents that we care about them and are proud of 

the work they are doing. Studies have shown that 

people continue the work that they are doing if 

they feel appreciated. It takes a village to grow 

and care for our community, will you help us retain 

foster parents who are doing great work in our 

community with our kids? 

 

To coordinate donations drop offs or pick ups 

or if you have questions, comments, concerns 

or ponderings, or another way to partner, 

please contact me, Jessica Scheeler at 262-638-

6595 or via email at  

jessica.scheeler@racinecounty.com. 

 

Your donation can also be mailed to: 

Racine County Human Services 

Attention: Jessica Scheeler, Foster Care 

1717 Taylor Avenue 

Racine, WI 53403 

 

Thank you for your consideration. I look forward to 

hearing from you soon. 

Community Call to Action: Donations Requested 

Special points of 

interest: 

• Come to an Info 

Session in March 

and earn a Grub 

Hub gift card! 

• Our Sticker Contest 

is back!! You have 

until March 31st to 

get your submis-

sions in!  Can’t wait 

to see what you 

draw up this year! 

• We are always ac-

cepting donations 

of smoke detectors, 

carbon monoxide 

detectors and gift 

cards for our pro-

viders 
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Information Sessions 

Start the New Year out 

right!  Come learn more 

about Racine County 

Foster Care! 
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 These topic specific online classes are designed for parents or caregivers raising 
children together while living apart. A new topic every month! Register today at 
https://bit.ly/3ioqBJr 

Training Opportunities: Resilient Co-Parenting  

For more info: 

Sarah Hawks 

Family and Community Educator 

UW-Madison Division of Extension - 

Racine County 

1072 Milwaukee Avenue 

Burlington, WI 53105 

  

Phone (262) 767-2916 

WI Relay 7-1-1 

New Email Address – 

sarah.hawks@wisc.edu  

Web site - 

https://racine.extension.wisc.edu/  

https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/bit.ly/3ioqBJr__;!!P0By7ASypJ5s!9sEwAMiRajuGGuzLcljXKJUifWlu6_IDnnbuXd0XTA_kI5zKdg4d6_hyZY8L2QxrrfZoy4UlZtieqEy4mV_iytqHlftL-jVM$
tel:%28262%29%20767-2916
mailto:sarah.hawks@wisc.edu
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/racine.extension.wisc.edu/__;!!P0By7ASypJ5s!9sEwAMiRajuGGuzLcljXKJUifWlu6_IDnnbuXd0XTA_kI5zKdg4d6_hyZY8L2QxrrfZoy4UlZtieqEy4mV_iytqHldQewiEX$
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Training Opportunities: Triple P 

For more info: 

Jackie Schommer, CHES 

Pronouns: she/her/hers 

Program Manager – 

Community Health and 

Education 

Children’s Wisconsin  

Phone: 414-292-4204  

childrenswi.org 

https://urldefense.com/v3/__http:/www.childrenswi.org/__;!!P0By7ASypJ5s!8Zs3MGCGfCikBYObvX_jeqCb8YBUYe6CuZLCkyyArxWznFUMIonKoa0OWdsisxZhwWWPNTJOPrnkxLH4UJPOXAMaeQzpOuhp$
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Training Opportunities: Executive Functioning   

For more info: 

Lori A Radtke, SSW 
~Cooper, Waller, Winkler, Dyer, 
Lyons Center 
248 Kendall Street, Burlington, WI 
53105 
(Cooper) 262-763-0180 Ext 2224 
(Waller) 262-763-0185 
(Dyer) 262-763-0220 ext 2226 
(Winkler) 262-539-2726 
(Lyons) 262-763-5380 
Google Voice: (262) 955-8955 
Email: LRadtke@basd.k12.wi.us 

mailto:LRadtke@basd.k12.wi.us
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Dear Racine Community! 
 
I am so excited to announce our 2nd annual sticker contest! Last year we 
asked you to OPEN YOUR HEART and get involved with promoting Racine 
County Foster Care in 2022!  This year, we are asking you to STEP UP AND 
STEP INTO A CHILD’S LIFE, in 2023! 
 
Last year, we launched our new marketing campaign: “Keep Them Home 
Racine County: Fostering our Community, Fostering our Kids.”  This cam-
paign was a follow up to the work that started in 2018, when we did a fantas-
tic job of bringing our kids home to Racine County, and our out-of-county 
placements dropped from over 100 to 18 kids today.  You responded and 
helped, as we had 144 inquiries to “Keep them Home.”  In 2022, we licensed 
20 new homes and were able to keep 94% of our children placed in out of 
home care within 40 miles of their bio home.  On average, children in care in 
Racine County are within 2.9 miles of their bio home.   We are now asking 
you to STEP UP AND STEP INTO A CHILD’S LIFE, in 2023!  It just takes one 
caring adult to influence the outcome of a child. Will you step up? 
 
We are inviting you to get involved with a community-wide, super-fun 
STICKER CONTEST!! 
 
Here are the details: 
• Community members, adults and kids alike, are encouraged to design a 

2”x2” sticker that includes the words “Step Up and Step Into a Child’s 
Life” and “Racine County” and features artwork about why they believe 
foster care is important to our community. 

• The deadline to complete and email your sticker design to Jessica 
Scheeler is March 31st, 2023 (jessica.scheeler@racinecounty.com)  

• Please make sure to include your name, age, and title (community mem-
ber, teacher, organization member, etc.) 

• Racine County Foster Care staff members will select the Top 10 en-
tries.  These finalists will be featured on the Racine County Foster Care 
Facebook page where the community will vote for their favorite entries. 
Voting will occur April 10-17th! 

• Winner of the contest will be announced May 1, 2023.   
 
The winner will: 
• Have their sticker prominently featured as part of May’s Foster Care 

Month events and materials and handed out all year long at other Foster 
Care events 

• Have their sticker featured on the Racine County Foster Care Facebook 
page and website 

• Be given a specially printed T-shirt with their winning sticker design 
 
For more information, please contact Jessica Scheeler, 262-638-6595 or jes-
sica.scheeler@racinecounty.com 
If you could pass this information on to anyone you think would like to par-
ticipate that would be great. 
If you have any questions, don't hesitate to reach out. 
Thanks 
 

Community Call to Action: 2nd Annual Sticker Contest: Step 

Up and Step Into  a Child’s Life 

All sticker submissions 

are due March 31st!  

Get your submission in 

today!! 

mailto:jessica.scheeler@racinecounty.com
mailto:jessica.scheeler@racinecounty.com
mailto:jessica.scheeler@racinecounty.com
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Community Information: 
 

Check out Racine Theatre Guild’s 85th 
Season! 

 

For more info: 

https://

racinetheatre.org/ 



Page 8 

Community Information: 
 

For more info contact: Amy 

Wolfe  

Director of Development 

SFFC-Racine and Kenosha  

Cell: 262-757-3365 

 Office: 262-725-5199 ext.700 

 E-mail: 

amywolfe@safefamilieswi.org  

 

mailto:amywolfe@safefamilieswi.org
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Community Information: 
 

For More Info: 

https://bluedoordental.com 
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Community Information: 
 

For more info contact:  

https://rcoc.us/car-show 
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Community Information: 
 

 

For More info: 

Scarlette Kinderman - she/her/

hers 

Regional Community Partnerships 

Coordinator  

262-770-5011 (Cell)  

414-289-3711 (Office) 

Scarlette.Kinderman@ppwi.org 

  

 

 

mailto:scarlette.kinderman@ppwi.org
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Community Information: 
Mitchell LIFT Programming 2022-
2023 
 
Individual Counseling 
 
Sexual Assault Services’ Bilingual 
Therapist (Kari Wilder) can provide 
counseling sessions for male or female, 
middle school-aged sexual abuse survi-
vors in English or Spanish.  These ses-
sions will occur once a week during the 
school day. 
 
Support (Therapy) Group 
 
Two staff members, including at least 
one Master’s-level therapist, will facili-
tate an approximately 10-12 week sup-
port group for middle school-aged fe-
male survivors of sexual abuse.  The 
group will consist of activities, discus-
sions, and art projects intended to make 
connections between participants and 
facilitate healing.  The group is offered 
in English only. 
 
Educational Groups 
 
SAS’s Bilingual Therapist (Kari Wilder) 
and SAS’s Family Support Advocate 
(Christa Dasher) will facilitate a 10-
session educational group called My 
Life My Choice.  This group is intended 
for female-identifying adolescents who 
are identified as survivors of or at-risk 
for human trafficking.  The curriculum 
of My Life My Choice is aimed at vul-
nerable girls and is intended to provide 
them with a safety net of proven solu-
tions, grounded in evidence, to protect 
them from predators and exploitation.  
See https://www.mylifemychoice.org/ 
for additional information.  This group 
will be offered in English only. 
 
SAS staff will offer an approximately 
12-session educational group called 
Making the Peace.  This group is intend-
ed for male-identifying adolescents and 
utilizes videos, activities, and discus-
sions to address the root causes of vio-

lence in our society.  The lessons in 
Making the Peace encourage young men 
to be active bystanders and upstanders, 
teaching them to safely intervene if they 
see someone in an unsafe situation.  
This group also plants seeds of 
knowledge and compassion in the hopes 
that the effects will ripple out from each 
participant, creating safer communities 
in the future.  This group will be offered 
in English only. 
 
Educational Sessions 
 
SAS staff will offer brief educational 
presentations for parents.  These presen-
tations will be centered around preven-
tion of sexual abuse, warning signs of 
sexual abuse, and being a good support 
person for a child who has experienced 
sexual abuse. 
 
For more information about any of 
these services email in-
fo@beleafsurvivors.com or call (262) 
619-1634 
 
SAS Staff 
 
All staff can be reached by phone at the 
Racine office: (262) 619-1634 
*denotes Spanish-speaking staff 
 
Email Contacts: 
Executive Director, Karen Fetherston:  
kfetherston@beleafsurvivors.org 
Program Director, Samantha Sustachek:  
ssustachek@beleafsurvivors.org 
Bilingual Therapist, Kari Wilder*: 
kwilder@beleafsurvivors.org 
Rural Services Coordinator & Therapist, Vicki Biehn: 
vbiehn@beleafsurvivors.org 
Family Support Advocate, Christa Dasher: cdash-
er@beleafsurvivors.org 
Bilingual Outreach Advocate, Annabell Bustillos*:  
abustillos@beleafsurvivors.org 
SCAN Prevention Educator, Luna Dodge: 
ldodge@beleafsurvivors.org 

 

For More Info: 

Samantha Sustachek (she, her, hers) 

Program Director 

Sexual Assault Services 

2000 Domanik Drive  I  Racine, WI 53404 

P: 262.619.1634 Ext. 112  I  F: 262.619.1638 

SAS 24/7 Hotline: 262.637.7233 

Spanish Warmline: 262.424.3134 

ssustachek@beleafsurvivors.org 

 

https://www.mylifemychoice.org/
mailto:info@beleafsurvivors.com
mailto:info@beleafsurvivors.com
mailto:kfetherston@beleafsurvivors.org
mailto:ssustachek@beleafsurvivors.org
mailto:kwilder@beleafsurvivors.org
mailto:vbiehn@beleafsurvivors.org
mailto:cdasher@beleafsurvivors.org
mailto:cdasher@beleafsurvivors.org
mailto:abustillos@beleafsurvivors.org
mailto:ldodge@beleafsurvivors.org
mailto:ssustachek@beleafsurvivors.org
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Community Information: 
 

For more info contact: 

Lori 
McLaughlin | Executive Assi
stant to Family Services and 
Health |Acelero Learning 
Wisconsin |  Walton Center 
7833 W. Capitol Drive, 
Milwaukee  WI  
53222 |  C: (262) 
221.6621| E: lfritz@acelero.n
et | Website: www.acelero.net 

mailto:kbromberek@acelero.net
mailto:fritz@acelero.net
mailto:fritz@acelero.net
https://urldefense.com/v3/__http:/www.acelero.net/__;!!P0By7ASypJ5s!5NFn5xQ3x6lMJsOkCG-SM5b6_56ZNFfAgZ5Kl1o-Wt5fUJVt9KNxUGIIzJMz0i92Lw7GUILGNkvKKvOdJEUGGhiU$


Page 14 

Community Information: 
 

For more information 

contact: 

Behavioral Health Services 
262-638-6744 
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Community Information: 
 

For more info: 

Lori A Radtke, SSW 
~Cooper, Waller, Winkler, Dyer, 
Lyons Center 
248 Kendall Street, Burlington, 
WI 53105 
(Cooper) 262-763-0180 Ext 2224 
(Waller) 262-763-0185 
(Dyer) 262-763-0220 ext 2226 
(Winkler) 262-539-2726 
(Lyons) 262-763-5380 
Google Voice: (262) 955-8955 
Email: LRadtke@basd.k12.wi.us 

mailto:LRadtke@basd.k12.wi.us
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Community Information: 
 

For more information contact: 
Ashley Hess 

Youth Specialist/ Safe Start 

Coordinator  
PO Box 1764, Racine WI 
53401  
Business Phone: 
262.633.3274 ext. 107 
Cell: 262.865.4791 
Text line: 262-221-0058 
Fax: 262.633.5523  
Crisis Line: 262.633.3233 
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Community Information: 

For more info: 
https://

givingtothenations.org/ 
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Community Information: 

 
Hey Folks,  

 

Join me on Wednesday, March 15 at Mahogany Black Arts Gallery and Cultural Center at 5pm for the 

Third District Alder Candidate Meet & Greet. I look forward to meeting the constituents and business 

owners of the third (3rd) district.  

 

Contact oturquoise3@gmail.com for campaign donation options.  

 

For more info: 
Emily Laidley (she/her) 

Youth Librarian 

Burlington Public Library 

166 E. Jefferson St. 

Burlington, WI 53105 

(262) 342-1140 

mailto:oturquoise3@gmail.com
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Community Information: 

For more info: 
Emily Laidley (she/her) 

Youth Librarian 

Burlington Public Library 

166 E. Jefferson St. 

Burlington, WI 53105 

(262) 342-1140 
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Community Information: 
 

UW-Parkside is hosting an Environmental Explorer's camp during Spring Break this year for 

middle school youth (ages 11-14). The program will run from April 11-13 from 9 am - 12 pm 

and will be held on the UW-Parkside campus and is run by UW-Parkside faculty! We also have 

scholarships from DPI that will cover the full cost of the camp! In order to qualify for the schol-

arship, the student just needs to be receiving Free or Reduced Lunch. Parents/Students 

should apply for the scholarship prior to registering for the camp. Once their scholarship appli-

cation is approved, a code to register will be sent that will allow them to register for free. They 

can apply for the scholarship here: https://hipaa.jotform.com/230394561887164. The appli-

cation is HIPAA compliant. They can also access the scholarship application, as well as regis-

tration on our website: https://www.uwp.edu/learn/continuingeducation/youth/stem.cfm  

For more info: 
Mallory Evans 

Outreach Program Manager 

Professional and Continuing 

Education 

Pronouns: She, her, hers 

evansm@uwp.edu  |  262-

595-2402  

https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/hipaa.jotform.com/230394561887164__;!!P0By7ASypJ5s!-cXIhpHSRcuoSxMkCqHR1hmR2dpL5fc4GTtS9EQ8EIiY7aDNYt0P6CK3XNYT78PYzWBBXhUzeoyRxL8CUTkjIbKnMw$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https*3a*2f*2fwww.uwp.edu*2flearn*2fcontinuingeducation*2fyouth*2fstem.cfm&c=E,1,tPg00h1d4nxropY73PmMqfiUdxMmoghE8v2LnO9x0vmpodZXTael9fzS_apxxz_vVDyADVdeQKZ6urZCEq3YSaeKX_9Cznr_P5V-28-I&typo=1__
mailto:evansm@uwp.edu
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Foster Care Heroes Quarter 1, 2023:  Christmas 

Partners 

“At the end of the day, we 

can endure much more 

than we think we can.” 

— Frida Kahlo  

Yum Yum for Your Tum Tum: Polenta 
Bowls with Roasted Vegetables & Fried Eggs 
 
Ingredients 

6 large shallots, halved lengthwise  

3 tablespoons olive oil, divided  

1 pound thick asparagus spears, trimmed 

and cut into 2-inch pieces  

6 ounces cremini mushrooms, halved length-

wise  

3 tablespoons balsamic vinegar  

1 tablespoon chopped fresh thyme  

½ teaspoon ground pepper  

½ teaspoon salt, divided  

2 cups whole milk  

2 cups unsalted chicken stock  

¾ cup instant polenta  

½ cup grated Parmesan cheese  

4 large eggs  

 

Directions  

Step 1 : Preheat oven to 425 degrees F. Line 

a large rimmed baking sheet with foil. Place 

shallots on the prepared pan; drizzle with 1 

tablespoon oil and toss to coat. Roast until 

lightly browned, about 12 minutes.  

Step 2 : Add asparagus, mushrooms, vinegar, 

thyme, pepper, 1/4 teaspoon salt and 1 ta-

blespoon oil to the pan with the shallots. Stir 

to coat. Roast until the vegetables are just 

tender, about 8 minutes.  

Step 3 :Meanwhile, combine milk and stock 

in a large saucepan; bring to a boil over medi-

um-high heat. Whisk in polenta; reduce heat 

to medium-low, and cook, whisking often, 

until thickened, 4 to 5 minutes. Remove from 

heat; stir in Parmesan.  

Step 4 :Heat the remaining 1 tablespoon oil 

in a large nonstick skillet over medium-high 

heat. Add eggs, 1 at a time; cook, using a 

rubber spatula to keep the eggs separate, 

until the whites are completely cooked but 

the yolks are still slightly runny, 2 to 3 

minutes  

Step 5 :Spoon 

the polenta into 

4 shallow bowls; 

top with the veg-

etables and eggs 

and sprinkle with 

the remaining 

1/4 teaspoon 

salt.  



 

 Racine County Foster Care Unit is a team comprised of dedicated 

staff ensuring the safety and stability of children placed in out of 

home care. As well as, educating the community on the need for 

foster providers and what the foster care program is, our staff is 

also responsible for screening, interviewing and licensing all our 

prospective foster home.  Additionally, the Racine County Foster 

Care unit is responsible for maintaining exceptional customer ser-

vice with our families, to ensure all needs are being met, by 

providing support to our homes to ensure they succeed. The Unit 

is also responsible for placement of all children who enter out of 

home care. We are the family connection. 

RACINE COUNTY 
FOSTER CARE 

1717 Taylor Ave Racine, 

WI 53403 

 

262-638-6595 

 

jessica.scheeler@racine

county.com  

 

https://

racinecounty.com/

residents/bring-them-

home-3113 

 

https://

www.facebook.com/

racinecountyfostercare/ 

https://
racinecounty.com
/government/

human-services/
youth-and-family/

foster-care 

We Need You! Become a Child’s Good 
Luck Charm and Earn a little Gold Your-
self! 
 

Whether March comes in as a Lion or a Lamb, you can al-
ways be someone’s calm during the storm. Become a 
child’s good luck charm, become a Racine County Foster 
Parent! Opening your home to a child in need can be their 
pot of gold at the end of the rainbow! It’s a win-win for 
everyone!  
 
 
That’s right!  During the month of March, the first four 
families that sign up to attend an Info Session AND sub-
mit a foster care licensing application, will earn $50 gift 
card. 
 
Contact Jessica Scheeler at 262-638-6595 or  
jessica.scheeler@racinecounty.com to learn more about 
how you can become a foster parent and Keep Them 
Home!  

 
 
 
 
 

 


